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Services & Programs:
The Lillian and betty ratner School
27575 Shaker boulevard
Pepper Pike, OH 44124
http://www.kolhalev.net
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educAtiOn diRectOR:
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 VAlueS teAmS, cOmmitteeS and tHeiR leAdeRS

OfficeRS:

President Halle barnett
Vice President Karly Whitaker
Secretary Karal Stern
Treasurer bruce Fallick & 
catherine Fallick

At-lARge membeRS: 
molly berger
Kareen caputo 
Kirby Date
barry epstein
elizabeth meacham

eX OfficiO membeRS:

Past President barb Truitt
rabbi Steve Segar
Founding rabbi Jeffrey Schein
education Dir. robyn Novick

DiRECTORy

WelcOming & cARing – Lila Hanft
• Hesed – robin Holzman & martha Schubert
• Hevre Kadisha – Lois Selker & rachel Kay
• calendar - Peggy Kittila & Kelli birch 
• Newsletter – Lila Hanft
• Proofreaders – David roberts, Deena epstein, 
marcia Goldberg, Peggy Kittila
• Weekly Update – robin Holzman
• Website – benjamin barnett & brian miller
• marketing/Pr – Deena epstein & Halle barnett
• Tech Support – brian miller

SPiRituAl – bill Scher-marcus
• religious Practices – Karal Stern & elise Hagesfeld
• Holidays – Amy Hogg
• meditation – Nancy rubel & Karly Whitaker
• music – Open
• Security corps – Open

leARning - Leah Kamionkowski & Glenda 
Kupersmith-Kopstein
• Youth & Family education – Sue Pelleg
• Adult education – maureen Hack
• Young Families/Tot Shabbat – rachel Williams & 
Josh chefitz
• child care coordinator – Traci elgart
• Torah Study – ralph and Selma Gwatkin
• book Group – Kevin Weidenbaum
• Lunch and Learn – Open

inVOlVed - Karly Whitaker

• Greater cleveland congregations – Allen binstock, 
Dick & Donna Weinberg
• Interfaith Hospitality Network – Nancy Dudwick
• Israel Dialogue Group– Karly Whitaker & mike 
Armin
• environmental Sustainability – miriam Geronimus

fiScAl SuStAinAbilitY – margaret cohen 
• Fundraising – margaret cohen, barry epstein & 
Greg Selker
• mock Trial – Open
• cemetery – mike Armin

PARticiPAtORY – miriam Geronimus
• membership – Peggy Kittila 
• Greeters – Kelli birch (Office manager)
• Kiddush – Kelli birch (Office manager)
• High Holy Days – marcia Goldberg 
• Women’s Group – Happy Wallach
• Interfaith Families – Leah Kamionkowski 
• Leadership Development – Greg Selker & Leah 
Kamionkowski

cOmmitteeS diRectlY AccOuntAble 
tO tHe bOARd
• Finance – Pete robertson & Greg Selker
• ratner Liaison – mike caputo
• rabbi Liaison – Selma Gwatkin & barry epstein
• Strategic Planning – Greg Selker
• Nominating – Sue Pelleg

Voting members of the board of trustees: officers, at-large members and the Values Team leaders

 board of trustees

mailto:rabbisteve%40kolhalev.net?subject=
mailto:kelli%40kolhalev.net?subject=
mailto:robyn%40kolhalev.net?subject=
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SOuL SEaRCHiNG, JuSTiCE, fERGuSON

I'd like to share with you the following letter from the leadership of the reconstructionist movement 
—from the president, board chair, and tikkun olam commission co-chairs of rrc and Jewish 
reconstructionist communities—addressing the situation in Ferguson:

congressman and civil rights leader representative John Lewis expressed fear that a 
"miscarriage of justice" occurred in the case of the shooting death of michael brown at 
the hands of the police. We recognize that, although the grand jury had their reasons for 
their decision not to indict Officer Wilson, people are hurting, exasperated and angry. Our 
unanswered questions and the doubts we have about our fair justice system lead us to reflect on 
what a Torah-mandated pursuit of justice means today.

It is living with and engaging in the soul-searching questions about how we seek justice that 
makes our Judaism relevant. As vigils take place around the country, we encourage you to add 
the prophetic witness and voices of the reconstructionist community. every community and 
each person can find a moment or a way to stand with the people of Ferguson. As people of 
ethical vision, may we be in solidarity with those who seek to dismantle systemic racism and 
oppression, and hold accountable a system that is meant to protect its people when it loses its 
way.

Together we stand in reiterating and affirming that black lives matter and black voices must be 
heard. Seeking justice is the recognition that the diminishment of black lives still haunts our 
country. While today Ferguson is the focal point, every person of the United States of America 
bears responsibility. Our collective soul is at stake.

We have just recently gathered around the Thanksgiving table, a moment of 
civic religious expression during which we sought to be thankful for the great 
privileges we have been afforded, and to be present to the ways we might live 
up to our hopes of a just and abundant nation for all of its inhabitants. Let us 
have the courage to hold onto these important questions as we move forward.  
And may we uphold a vision of an ethical and just nation that recognizes the 
inherent worth of all of its citizens. Let us be a blessing of justice and peace as 
we confront the hard questions about our country and ourselves.

We share with you a link to this prayer written by RRC student Sandra Lawson in her capacity 
as an alumna of T’ruah’s rabbinical student fellowship.
 
T’ruah suggests several ways to show solidarity. click here for a link to their entire statement.
 
may we uphold a vision of an ethical and just nation that recognizes the inherent worth of all 
of its citizens. Let us be a blessing of justice and peace as we confront the hard questions about 
our country and ourselves.

rabbinic corner rabbi steve segar

rabbi Steve is available to meet with Kol HaLev members on a range of issues by appointment on 
monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday mornings. contact him at 216-320-1498 or at rabbisteve@
kolhalev.net.

http://truah.org/resources-91356/prayers/631-a-prayer-for-ferguson.html
http://org2.salsalabs.com/o/5149/t/0/blastContent.jsp?email_blast_KEY=1313485
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mORE SCENES fROm THE PEOPLE VS. JOSEPH'S BROTHERS
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I recently had the pleasure of attending a professional development seminar with a team of professionals 
and lay leaders featuring Dr. ron Wolfson. The seminar was based on his latest book, Relational 
Judaism: Using the Power of Relationships to Transform the Jewish Community. In preparation for this 
seminar, I read a bit of this book and was astounded to see multiple references to reconstructionism and 
mordecai Kaplan as examples of what one needs to do to build a strong and successful community. The 
notion of “belonging” rang out strongly throughout the book as an underlying message.

This year our annual theme in Hagiga is mordecai Kaplan and the 4 bs of reconstructionism 
(behaving, belonging, believing and becoming). While there is some debate as to the order in which 
the bs need to take place, there is a clear understanding that all are necessary. I personally feel that it is 
the belonging – the relationship – that is needed first, that behaving, believing and become would not be 
possible without first belonging. 

What comes to my mind is an educational theory which states that learning can only be achieved 
within a safe and secure environment. From my experience, I have not found this to be an absolute, yet 
I have witnessed those who feel secure, thrive and those who are in tenuous situations, flounder. This 
theory is the foundation of how Hagiga is organized and its implementation. every lesson begins with 
a group building exercise as a means to create a comfortable environment and connection between the 
participants, for as we learned: It’s all about relationships.  Or as ron Wolfson says:

It’s all about relationships.

People will come to synagogues, Jewish Community Centers, Jewish Federations, and other 
Jewish organizations for programs, but they will stay for relationships. Programs are wonderful 
opportunities for community members to gather, to celebrate, to learn. There is nothing 
“wrong” with programs; every organization has them. But, if the program designers have given 
no thought how the experience will offer participants a deeper connection to each other, with 
the community and with Judaism itself, then it will likely be another lovely evening, afternoon, 
or morning…with little or no lasting impact. 

For those interested in living a Jewish life and for those professionals and lay leaders seeking to 
increase Jewish engagement, permit to put my cards on the table, up front:

It’s not about programs.
It’s not about marketing.
It’s not about branding, labels, logos, clever titles, websites, or smartphone apps.
It’s not even about institutions.
It’s about relationships. 

In our continued effort to strengthen relationships, there will be Shabbat dinners for the families of 
each cohort. The Zorim (Kindergarten – grade 2) will be celebrating Shabbat together on January 23rd, 
the bonim (grades 3-5) will be dining together on February 27, and the magshimim (grade 6-8) will 
be gathering on march 27th. We have received a generous grant from the Jewish education center of 
cleveland to enhance this festive event, to continue in our belonging to this wonderful community.

Kol tuv,
robyn

robyn novickHaGiGa HaPPENiNGS



December 2014 Kol HaLev HappeningsPage 6

THaNkSGiViNG

Modah ani l’fanecha, ruach chai v’kayam, shehechezarta bi nishmati b’chemla; rabah 
emunatecha

I am grateful before you, spirit of life persistent, who returns my soul to me with 
compassion; your faith is abundant.

So, I’m working on remembering to start my day the way Jews are instructed to start our days. I love the tone 
I can set for myself by beginning the day with gratitude; the challenging part for me is ratcheting down the 
stream of must-dos, concerns, and unanswered questions already in my head before I am vertical. but I am 
getting ahead of myself . . . 

I came very late to a genuine relationship with prayer. As a child, I felt prayer to be either forced or rote; 
neither my head nor heart were in it. As a teen, I enjoyed the camaraderie that came with the rhythm of 
communal prayer with my youth group peers, but the content didn’t resonate with me. As a young adult, I left 
both the communal and the personal practice of Judaism aside entirely, after a set of unpleasant experiences 
with various services and clergy. 

Some of you know my family’s story of how Kol HaLev “found us” when we weren’t looking, about 15 years 
ago. Once engaged in a community that opened itself to us as people, rather than as worshippers, or even as 
Jews, the conflictedness I felt about prayer simply evaporated. Wrapped in the gratitude that pervaded Kol 
HaLev, my interest in both the communal prayer experience and personal interrogation of the medium were 
ignited. 

As many of us do, I have difficulty with the often paternalistic language of prayer. While I appreciate 
alternatives to the male-gendered suffixes common to Hebrew prayer, I don’t have trouble accepting the 
masculine as a general stand in. but, given my belief in what I refer to as a deeper (rather than a higher) power, 
I have difficulty uttering “melech” (king) and other authoritarian words. I had come to expect that “attitude.”  
In other words, I’d closed myself to a big opportunity.

case in point, the Sh’ma used to seem really dictatorial to me: “Listen up, people! I am your one God and 
that’s that.” but then, one Shabbat about ten years ago, in the swell of grateful community, I began to hear the 
Sh’ma differently: “Hey folks; we’re all part of this big beautiful thing!”

I burst into tears right there in the little Agnon sanctuary. I like to joke about my needing waterproof mascara 
to get through most Kol HaLev smachot (celebrations); that day was the first day I streaked my face black ... 
and also the day I recognized the words are just words.

So I reconstruct the words.  In my Modah Ani I swap “ruach” (spirit) for “melech,” which  helps me simply 
access the gratitude that prayer affords without having a word that doesn’t resonate with my concept of the 
divine get in my way.

One of the thing I like best about the modah Ani is the notion that it is God who is modeling faithfulness. 
There’s no “ask” here, no commandment. Just a recognition that We are worth it. regardless of my personal 

HaLLE BaRNETTfROm OuR PRESiDENT

continued on page 9
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.
We send wishes for a refuah shleyma, a complete and speedy healing, to fred chenin, frank 

maris, Jean miller, Pauline Raymond, and Roberta tonti, who are dealing with ongoing health 
issues and dorinda gershman, who is recovering from recent surgery. 

In addition, we send prayers for healing to Abe chasin and the millas and Solomon families who 
are in mourning for the recent loss of loved ones.

November was an extremely challenging month for our community and the many members who 
needed support. Once again, we were able to be available for meals, rides, visits, shiva gatherings 
and general support and check ins. 

A special Yasher Koach, Way to Go!, to maxine collin who, in a very organized and, most 
importantly, deeply loving way, coordinated the many opportunities to be available to those 
needing support. We are also very appreciative of Sue Wolpert and Phyllis maris for their efforts 
in organizing the shiva minyanim for muriel chasin.

Did you know that our Hesed program was re-designed a 
couple years ago to accommodate our busy lives and competing 
responsibilities? by signing up, you're agreeing only to receive an 
email when a need -- for a meal, a ride, a check-in call, etc -- arises. 
When that email arrives, you can check your schedule and to-do lists 
and decide what help, if any, you are able to give. 

Nearly every member of the Kol HaLev community should join the 
Hesed mailing list, safe in the knowledge that they can choose to 
help only when and how they're comfortable doing so. t

Please put yourself on the email list by clicking here for the Hesed Sign-
Up on Sign-Up Genius. Indicate which of the various types of support 
you would like to participate in. When needs are identified, you will 
receive an email, and you can then decide if you are able to help out. 

It is through the small acts of bringing a meal, offering rides, attending 
a shiva minyan, or visiting the sick that we make connections, build 
bonds, and create the web that nurtures, sustains and connects us, 
bringing a deep sense of holiness to the ordinary work of making 
community. In this way, Hesed is truly the heartbeat of Kol HaLev.

If you know of anyone in need of Hesed support, contact rabbi Steve or robin Holzman 
(robinholzman@gmail.com) and martha Schubert (marthaschubert@mac.com), Hesed co-chairs.

HESED

Hesed is truly 
the heartbeat 
of kol HaLev, 

bringing a deep 
sense of holiness 
to the ordinary 
work of making 

community.

Sign up for 
emails; 

decide if and 
how you can 
help when an 
email arrives.

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c44aaad28a7f94-5775
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c44aaad28a7f94-5775
mailto:robinholzman@gmail.com
mailto:marthaschubert%40mac.com?subject=


December 2014 Kol HaLev HappeningsPage 8

 

NEWS fROm THE RELiGiOuS PRaCTiCES COmmiTTEE

muSiCaL TRaiNiNG fOR Lay LEaDERS DECEmBER 21: 
 

The religious Practices committee continues to work toward our goal of having fully lay-led second 
Shabbat services by this coming summer. Part of that work involves training music leaders who will feel 
comfortable leading the musical component of the service. We had our first music training session in 
September. the second session will be on Sunday, december 21  at 10:30 a.m.. This is a wonderful 
opportunity to deepen your connection to and ownership of the Shabbat morning liturgy, and we invite you 
to join us even if you were unable to make the first session. This month, we will also begin having music 
co-leaders help lead the musical component of sections of the service with rabbi Steve or Larry Solomon. 

Lay SERViCE LEaDERS TO LEaRN By CO-LEaDiNG 

We also want to increase the number of people who feel comfortable leading the non-musical component 
of the service. We will have many lay leaders, experienced and new, joining rabbi Steve or Larry Solomon 
over the next few months. We will strive to strike a balance between services that are led by rabbi Steve 
alone and those that are co-led, but we may have more co-led services than normal this year, and we may at 
times deviate from the normal schedule (for example, turning a fourth Shabbat into a normal Shabbat rather 
than a musical Shabbat). We appreciate your understanding this year as we develop a cadre of lay leaders. 
We are excited for the diversity of prayer experiences we will have this year.

Please feel free to contact rPc chair Karal Stern, Spiritual VTL bill Scher-marcus, or rabbi Steve with 
ideas, questions, or concerns regarding second Shabbat or other topics pertaining to religious practices.

WOmEN'S POTLuCk BRuNCH DECEmBER 14

All women at Kol HaLev are cordially invited to our Women's brunch on 
Sunday, Dec. 14, from 10-noon at the home of Happy Wallach in Shaker 
Heights. Our community brunches are a wonderful opportunity to nosh, 
socialize and share time in a relaxed environment.  This month, Karly 
Whitaker will share stories from her recent travels in Israel, which included 
praying with Women of the Wall.

While food categories are unassigned it is helpful to let Happy know what you 
will be bringing. in case others inquire about what they might bring to "fill in 
the gaps." Food contributions should be parve or milk and "allergy aware" (no 
tree nuts or peanuts). It is most helpful when you are able to bring serving dishes and utensils and prepare 
the items for serving.  Please rSVP to Happy at HappyHKW@aol.com.

aDuLT LEaRNiNG PRESENTS "RECONSTRuCTiONiSm 101" 

examine the core ideas and history of the reconstructionist approach to Judaism, and learn about some 
of the unique aspects of our movement at the second session of recon 101, Sunday, dec. 7 from 7:30 to 
9:00 p.m. at the home of maureen Hack. All members are welcome—you can come to the second session 
without having attended the first. For more information contact rabbi Steve (rabbisteve@kolhalev.net).

NEWS & aNNOuNCEmENTS

mailto:HappyHKW%40aol.com?subject=
mailto:rabbisteve%40kolhalev.net?subject=


December 2014 Kol HaLev HappeningsPage 9

kiDDuSH CONVERSaTiON: SHaRE yOuR ViEWS 

the membership committee invites all Kol Halev members to participate in a conversation about 
Kiddush. 

It has recently come to our attention that some members have concerns about Kiddush and that many 
members have not yet signed up to host a Kiddush this year. As we begin the process of reevaluating 
Kiddush, we want to hear your thoughts on this topic, whether you have concerns or are happy with the 
current system. We will be holding two meetings:

●  Sunday, december 7 at 2:00 p.m. at the home of Happy Wallach (happyhkw@aol.com) 
●  Wednesday, december 10 at 7:30 p.m. at the home of Leah Kamionkowski (Leah@bepure.com)

We value everyone’s feedback, positive or negative, and we hope that members who are unable to attend 
either meeting will be in touch with Participatory VTL miriam Geronimus (mgeronimus@gmail.com).

 
In the meantime, the membership committee has opened up all Saturday morning Kiddushes to co-hosts. 
If you have not yet signed up because you wanted to co-host and were having trouble finding a date with 
two slots, we invite you to take another look at the sign-up genius, which you can click here to access..We 

NEWS & aNNOuNCEmENTS

convictions about God, modah Ani makes it easy for me to recognize that compassion is a profoundly 
valuable trait, and that as a concept that connects us to something greater than ourselves (whether that 
greater thing is a power, a process, a community, or a simple intention) it may be offered perpetually, 
persistently, faithfully. We are each deserving of that sense of being fully present and valuable. And so, 
gratitude becomes us. compassion and gratitude are our right and left hands. And prayer is a tool we can 
use ambidextrously.

As I write this, I am beginning the month countdown to a milestone birthday, one that typically invites 
substantive reflection. Indeed, this whole last year or two has provided me with astonishing opportunities 
to recognize myself anew. I’ve also seen my share of loss these last couple years; peers gone, two of whom, 
despite their unfathomably difficult and lengthy illnesses, greeted every day and every person, including 
themselves, with gratitude and compassion, and one who could not recognize that same self-worth. That 
loss is freshest, and in the face of his death I remain acutely aware of how difficult it can be to remember 
that in order to give of ourselves, as we are constantly being asked to do, we must give deeply to ourselves 
as well. We must not be afraid to ask ourselves for compassion. 

So for me, the lesson of mid-life is that I can only be properly attentive to those things that compel me to 
get vertical each morning if I bring both my hands to the work. And if I take my own health, and worth, for 
granted – if I don’t pause to acknowledge the gift of that opportunity, the work loses meaning and value. 
but I am getting ahead of myself again....

I am grateful for the opportunity to bring the wisdom of multiple civilizations to my reflection, to awaken 
on Thanksgiving Day or rosh Hashanah or Shabbat or my birthday or any random Tuesday with the sense 
of the continuum, without the to-do list driving my sense of worth. every day should feel like a birthday.

fROm OuR PRESiDENT, continued from page 6

mailto:happyhkw%40aol.com?subject=
mailto:Leah%40bepure.com?subject=
mailto:mgeronimus%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4bada828a1f85-kolhalev1
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The Kol Halev board met November 10 at the home of catherine and bruce Fallick. rabbi Steve 
led the board in a bracha. He also provided a teaching on leadership stressing the importance of 
cultivating curiosity and open-heartedness when encountering others. 

treasurer’s Report:
bruce gave an overview of the current budget. Dues commitments and collections are similar to 
numbers from last year. This was of some concern due to the 10% dues increase for the FY 2015 
budget. expectations were that the dues increase would result in more income. 

reasons for this are difficult to discern. Our accounting practices have changed from last year to this 
so although collections are down from this time last year it is difficult to infer much from that. The 
Finance committee has been examining this and related concerns. 

The issue of membership commitments was discussed. board calls to members about sending in their 
commitment forms have been helpful. Additional calls were to be made to member households who 
have not responded. The issue of membership commitments raised a number of disparate concerns. 
The executive committee will work on a plan for the board to deal with this issue in the future. 

trial update:
Halle urged board members to promote the Trial in the final week. She reported that sales were down 
from last year. Outreach was being made to college students offering reductions in ticket prices. 
concern about waning interest both within and outside Kol Halev was expressed. Halle stressed the 
value of this fund raiser since it has raised approximately $20,000 in the past. A need for a more in-
depth review was acknowledged. 

finance committee update:
Halle briefly summarized the recent Finance committee meeting. Several issues need attention 
and priorities have been established. Plans were made to address a number of issues related to dues 
structure and collections. These issues dealt with the FY 2015 budget and future financial health of 
the congregation. Some of these issues include implications for the proposed matching funds for 
members paying fair share or self-adjusted dues, considerations related to the proposed Young Adult 
membership; and other possible restructuring. 

2nd torah Scroll update:
rabbi Steve shared that negotiations with cedar-Sinai Synagogue have been successful. Their board 
voted to sell Kol Halev the Torah Scroll for $11,000. This was exciting news and the best way to 
welcome the scroll into our community will need to be decided. 

cedar-Sinai would like to share in the celebration of passing on the scroll to Kol Halev. The idea of a 
festive celebration by marching the scroll from their building to ratner with opportunities for study, 
singing, dancing, and fundraising was discussed. Various considerations about timing and logistics 
will be addressed by the Value Team Leaders.

greeter / Safety update:
Halle reported on a specialized safety training led by a Pepper Pike Police Officer. members of 
the Kol Halev Safety corps, our madrichim (volunteer teachers in our Hagiga program), and 

 board report karal stern, secretary

continued on page 12
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Kol HaLev gratefully acknowledges contributions from:

• dick and deena epstein in memory of muriel chasin, Greg millas' father and Pauline raymond's mother
• Happy Wallach in memory of muriel chasin  
• Richard and Jayne Jones in memory of muriel chasin and Pauline raymond's mother, rita raymond
• Ralph and Selma gwatkin in commemoration of Yahrzeit of Selma's mother, Lillian Schatz
• fred and marsha chenin to rabbi's Discretionary Fund with gratitude to rabbi Steve for his calls, visits, etc 

while Fred was in the hospital
• Anna and Ken novak to rabbi's Discretionary Fund in honor of their daughter, emma, and in appreciation 

of rabbi Steve performing her naming ceremony (Art and Sue biagianti's granddaughter)
• leah gilbert in memory of muriel chasin, Greg millas's father and Pauline raymond's mother
• Sam and Anna Kelman in memory of muriel chasin
• eda Weiss in memory of her husband and her parents
• Karal Stern in memory of Pauline raymond's mother, muriel chasin and Greg millas' father
• Sam and Anna Kelman to General Fund
• Kevin and Sue Weidenbaum in memory of muriel chasin

Make a donation to Kol HaLev in honor of a simcha, in memory of a loved, or for any reason you'd like by check 
or online -- whichever is more comfortable and convenient for you! You can also pay for dues, Hagiga tuition, 
Mishloach Manot and many other things online as well as by check. 

♦ Pay by check. Just drop a check in the mail to: Kol HaLev | 2245 Warrensville Center Road, Suite 215 | 
University Heights, OH 44118 You'll receive a confirmation that your payment was received.

OR
♦ Make an online donation. You can pay safely and securely by credit card or electronic check at Kol HaLev's 
PaySimple page at http://kolhalev.net/pay_simple. (Note: Kol HaLev pays a small fee for transactions processed 
through PaySimple).

CONTRiBuTiONS

 

members of Kol HaLev will mark the following yahrzeits during the next month:

• rosalie cohen—mother of margaret cohen
• marguerite Dresden—aunt of Phyllis maris
• Asnat Kelman—mother of Sam Kelman
• Doris Kittila—grandmother of Peggy Kittila
• Adolph Kohn—father of ron Kohn
• mary r. manny—mother of meg manny
• charles edward may—paternal grandfather of chip may
• renee Pincus—mother-in-law of Joyce Goldstein
• Zelig resnick—grandfather of Linda Gross

Kol HaLev members may include the yahrzeit of family members in KHL Happenings by submitting the name 
of the deceased, the relationship to the member, and the date of death, including the year, in either the secular 
or Jewish calendar to kelli@kolhalev.net. (Please specify whether you're observing the secular or the Hebrew 

yahrzeit date. You can find a calendar converter at http://www.hebcal.com/converter/).

yaHRzEiTS
They are now a part of us, as we remember them 

http://kolhalev.net/pay_simple
mailto:kelli%40kolhalev.net?subject=
http://www.hebcal.com/converter/
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The December book group meeting will be Thursday, December 18, at the home of 
Anita cohn. We will discuss A Journey to the End of the Millennium – A Novel of 
the Middle Ages by A. b. Yehoshua (352 pages, a Kindle version exists). Please 
note that this is the tHiRd thursday of the month.

A brief book description from Amazon: One would think from all the brouhaha 
about the imminent arrival of Y2K that the world had never experienced a change 
of millennium. In fact, we've been through it all before, as A.b. Yehoshua reminds 
us in his novel, A Journey to the End of the Millennium. The year is 999 and the 
protagonist is ben Attar, a North African Jewish merchant who has, for many 
years, been in profitable partnership with his nephew Abulafia and a muslim trader 
named Abu Lutfi. but when Abulafia marries a German Jew who disapproves of his uncle's two 
wives, the partnership is suddenly dissolved and ben Attar finds himself out of business.

Abulafia's repudiation of his uncle sets the stage for ben Attar's journey into the heart of europe at 
the turn of the millennium. Accompanied by a rabbi, both his wives, and Abu Lutfi, our hero sails to 
Paris, where he hopes to persuade his nephew's wife that his marriage to two women is both legally 
and morally permissible. Yehoshua's tale is more than just a travelogue through the europe of the 
10th century; it is also a meditation on religion, law, and the differences between the european 
Sephardic tradition and that of the middle eastern Ashkenazic Jews—differences that echo the 
current social and ideological conflicts within Israel today.

The book group is currently voting on our books for 2015. After the choices have been made around 
the middle of December, please look for the full calendar on our web page listed below.

All KHL members are welcome to attend these meetings. For more information about the group 
including a calendar of the book selections for this year, look at our web page www.kolhalev.net/
book_group and contact Kevin Weidenbaum (KJW@oberlin.net) to be added to the group’s e-mail 
list. 

  hug hasefer: book discussion group

representatives of the Japanese School were in attendance. Addressing safety needs for Kol Halev 
activties has been stressed by the Jewish Federation. In addition, ratner School has a security policy 
requiring the front door to be locked when unattended. 

This poses problems for our volunteer greeters who would like to join the services or other programs. 
Various methods for addressing this issue are being explored. 

new business:
board retreat planned for January 25th – location is still needed.
The next board meeting is scheduled for monday December 8 at 7:30 at the home of Kirby Date. 

respectfully submitted, 
Karal Stern, Secretary

BOaRD REPORT, continued from page 9

http://www.kolhalev.net/book_group
http://www.kolhalev.net/book_group
mailto:KJW@oberlin.net
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Friday, 
December 19, 2014 

6:00 - 8:00 pm 
at The Ratner School 

Celebrate Shabbat and Hanukkah with Kol HaLev!  There will be 
activities for all ages including singing, music, dreidel, crafts, 

games, an adult study session led by Rabbi Jeff,  
and lively conversation with friends.   

 

Latkes made on premises by The Fry Master Team  
captained by Brian Miller! 

 
 Bring your favorite instrument to play,  

your family’s hanukkiah for our communal lighting and  
a parve/dairy dish to serve 10-12 people. 

  
 

A-H Main Dish;  
I-P Dessert/Drink 

Q-Z Salad/Side Dish  

Questions?  Contact Robyn  
robyn@kolhalev.net or 216-320-1498 
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 CaLENDaR
Mon., Dec. 1 7:30 p.m. Executive Committee Meeting
Wed., Dec. 3 7:30‐9:00 p.m. GCC Core Team Meeting. For more information, contact Allen Binstock.
Sat., Dec. 6 9:15‐10:15 a.m. Philosophical Inquiry with the Parsha in the Ratner Art Room, for 5‐7 grade 

Hagiga students. Light breakfast will be provided. Please be prompt.
9:30‐10:30 a.m. Torah Study in the Ratner Library. Parsha: Vasyishlach.
10:30‐12:30 p.m. Shabbat Service in the Ratner Chapel. Vasyishlach;  Service leader: Rabbi 

Steve; Musical co‐leader: Miriam Geronimus. Kiddush sponsors: Jane Arnoff‐
Logsdon and Ernie Logsdon (in honor of Aaron's 10th birthday), and Mark 
and Adina Davidson.

10:30‐12:30 p.m. Hagiga
10:45‐11:15 a.m. Tot‐Parent Shabbat in Ratner rooms 113/114, for families with children in 

preschool and under.
Sun., Dec. 7 9:30‐12:15 p.m. Nesiya at Ratner.

2:00 p.m. Kiddush Conversation at the home of Happy Wallach. (1 of 2) The 
Membership Committee invites all Kol HaLev members to participate in a 
conversation about Kiddush. We want to hear your thoughts on this topic, 
whether you have concerns or are happy with the current system. Contact 
Miriam Geronimus with questions, or if you are unable to attend a meeting. 
More info on page 9.

7:30‐9:00 p.m. Recon 101 at the home of Maureen Hack. Second session in which we will 
examine the core ideas and history of the Reconstructionist approach to 
Judaism, and learn about some of the unique aspects of our movement. All 
members are welcome. RSVP to Maureen Hack. More info on page 8.

Mon., Dec. 8 7:30‐9:00 p.m. Board Meeting at the home of Kirby Date. All members are welcome to 
attend.

Wed., Dec. 10 7:30‐9:30 p.m. Kiddush Conversation at the home of Leah Kamionkowski. (2 of 2) The 
Membership Committee invites all Kol HaLev members to participate in a 
conversation about Kiddush. We want to hear your thoughts on this topic, 
whether you have concerns or are happy with the current system. Contact 
Miriam Geronimus with questions, or if you are unable to attend a meeting. 
More info on page 9.

Sat., Dec. 13 10:30‐12:30 p.m. Member‐led Shabbat Service at the home of David Shutkin and Connie 
Friedman; Vayeshev  Service leader: Larry Solomon and Arthur Lieberman. 
Kiddush sponsor: Shahin Afnan

3:30‐5:00 p.m. Torah Study at the home of Ralph and Selma Gwatkin. Selma and Ralph will 
lead a discussion on the conclusion of Chapter 3 of Pirkei Avot, dealing with 
additional and contentious issues. Come and argue with us.

Sun., Dec. 14 9:30‐12:15 p.m. Nesiya at Ratner.
10:00‐12:00 p.m. Women's Brunch at the home of Happy Wallach. Karly Whitaker will share 

stories from her travels in Israel. RSVP to Happy Wallach.
Thurs., Dec. 18 7:30‐9:00 p.m.

Book Club Meeting at the home of Anita Cohn. We will discuss A Journey to 
the End of the Millenium ‐ A Novel of the Middle Ages  by A. B. Yehoshua. All 
members welcome to attend. For more information, see page 12.
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 CaLENDaR

The newsletter calendar is accurate to the best of our knowledge at the time of publication. For the 
most current information, check Kol HaLev’s website calendar and the Thursday Weekly Update email. 

  

Fri., Dec. 19 6:00‐9:00 p.m. Hanukkah Intergenerational Celebrations and Potluck at Ratner. Service 
Leaders: Rabbi Steve and Member Musicians. Kiddush Sponsor: Liz and 
Potluck dishes should be vegetarian/dairy or parve and SHOULD NOT 
CONTAIN NUTS. Please bring enough for 8‐10. In keeping with our goal of 
being a more sustainable community, we encourage members to bring their 
own reusable plates, cups, utensils and napkins to our potluck. A‐H ‐ 
Appetizer or Salad; I‐P ‐ Dessert or Drink; Q‐Z ‐ Main Dish. More info on 
page 13.

Sat., Dec. 20 9:15‐10:15 a.m. Philosophical Inquiry with the Parsha in the Ratner Art Room, for 5‐7 grade 
Hagiga students. Light breakfast will be provided. Please be prompt.

9:30‐10:30 a.m. Torah Study in the Ratner Library. Parsha: Miketz.
10:30‐12:30 p.m. Human Rights Shabbat Service in the Ratner Chapel. Miketz;  Service 

leader: Allen Binstock, Jane Arnoff‐Logsdon, and Rabbi Steve. Kiddush 
sponsors: Mike Armin and Ron Kohn.

10:30‐12:30 p.m. Hagiga ‐ Hanukkah Fun Day
10:45‐11:15 a.m. Tot‐Parent Shabbat in Ratner rooms 113/114, for families with children in 

preschool and under.
4:00‐5:00 p.m. Bonim Event ‐ Havdalah Hike at the Euclid Creak Reservation in Euclid, OH 

44143. Meet by the playground.
Sun., Dec. 21 9:30‐12:15 p.m. Nesiya at Ratner.

10:30 a.m. Musical Prayer Leadership Training. Location TBD. See page 8 or contact 
Miriam Geronimus for more information.

Tues., Dec. 23 7:30‐8:30 a.m. Rosh Chodesh: Rhythm of the Months Walking Meditation at Horse Shoe 
Lake in Shaker Heights (meet on the bridge at the lake outlet ‐‐ west end of 
the lake.) Join us on the first morning of every Hebrew month as we spend 
time outdoors to reflect on the cycles of nature, the rhythms of the Jewish 
calendar. For more information contact Kirby Date. Free, no pre‐registration 

d

http://kolhalev.net/membership_list
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Place
stamp
here

kol HaLev, Cleveland’s Reconstructionist 
Jewish Congregation, is an egalitarian, 

participatory spiritual community.
Visit our website at http://www.kolhalev.net

The Newsletter of Cleveland’s Reconstructionist Jewish Community

2245 Warrensville Center Rd., #215
university Heights, OH 44118
216-320-1498

aBOuT THiS NEWSLETTER
Kol HaLev Happenings is the newsletter of Kol HaLev, cleveland’s reconstructionist 
Jewish community.  This digital newsletter can be read onscreen in Adobe reader or printed 
out on paper. Please email newsletter@kolhalev.net with comments, complaints, corrections, 
suggestions, or notices for upcoming issues. Back issues of Kol HaLev Happenings can be 
downloaded from the Kol HaLev website.


